Shopping in China

Shopping is great in China and you can expect to be able to buy some things at a much better price than at home. For example,  if a bargain price for a world famous brand seems too good to be true…….. it probably is!!   


Department Stores
Most department stores are run by the city or province. The merchandise available in Chinese department stores is similar what you would expect to find in department stores anywhere in the world. Bargaining is seldom acceptable. However, look for sales.

Factory Show Room
Every factory we are going to visit has a showroom where visitors can buy what is made there. Marked prices may be more expensive than similar items elsewhere but authenticity is guaranteed.
Local Market 
Markets with many similar shops, such as Xiushui Market in Beijing, Markets in Xian and Shanghai are an ideal place to search for inexpensive items. Please bring 100 $1 bill with you because this is the place where you can buy something you like for a dollar, or even bargain there.  However, you will need to be extremely careful but those name brand items just might be genuine. They could be seconds or factory overruns. Check everything carefully.
Hotel Stores

The hotels we stay have their own stores.  Most of the items are not cheap but good quality.
Shanghai Airport Stores

This is the place you can do your last minute shopping to spend all your Chinese money.  My previous travelers told me the price of varies shops there are very reasonable.
Street Vendor
Bargain at the street vendors can be fun, and you can pick up some nice souvenirs. However, the street vendors can be persistent and insistent.  Just be firm and say “no” if you are not interested in buying.

Tips
Each city has its own specialty, for example:
· Beijing: Cloisonné 
· Xian: replicas of the terracotta soldiers; Tangsancai ( Tang dynasty hand painted china); antique furniture, silk carpets
· Suzhou: home of Chinese silk, embrodary, fan, etc.
· Wuxi: fresh water pearls
· Yixin, Purple clay teaport
· Nanjing: home of silk brochate, fresh water pearls
You are not obligated to shop or buy.

Don’t feel obligated to shop or buy. Our guides offer shopping opportunities as a courtesy but if you’re not interested, say so. Some of them may be quite enthusiastic, thinking this is what you want, so don’t be embarrassed to tell them directly and immediately that you don’t want to go shopping. You’ll often find several attendants trying to help you make a purchase. This doesn’t mean you have to buy; it’s OK to say 'no', or just to look.

Antiques 

Antique stores run by the government are the most reliable place for genuine antiques.  However,

· Do not buy any antiques that date before 1795 as they cannot be legally exported.

· Make sure that the antiques you bought carry a red wax seal indicating that it is authentic and is able to be exported from China.

· Keep all purchase receipts, especially that of Chinese medicine herbs, antiques, gold and silver articles, jade ware and etc. You may be asked to present your receipts by customs when leaving China.

· It is not encouraged to buy those items made from rare wild animals because of the risk of being confiscated.

Bargaining 
The local street markets and vendors have all kinds of goods, and this is where you can bargain.  Large department stores mark their prices clearly, and the staff do not have the authority to bargain

Check the sizes on all clothes purchased
Asian sizes/shapes may differ from home, and clothes to fit large people are difficult to find in most of the stores, except in the factory show rooms or some of the places which specialize in sales to foreigners. Some items may attract tax on arrival in US, especially if it is mailed or shipped separately. 


Chinese Currency
The Chinese currency is called Ren Min Bi (RMB). The basic unit is Yuan, Jiao and Fen, which are issued in both bills and coins.  RMB features the following denominations: 

· 1, 2, 5, 10, 50 and 100 Yuan (10 Jiao = 1 Yuan, 100 Fen = 1Yuan)

· 1, 2, and 5 Jiao (10 Fen = 1 Jiao)
· 1, 2 and 5 fen
Exchange Currency

US Dollar Conversion services are available in China, banks and most hotels. Your passport is required when changing currency either in hotels or banks.  It is suggested that you exchange your money in the hotel you are staying in order to avoid waiting in the line in a bank.
Credit Cards/Travelers Checks/ATM
Visa, Master Card, American Express, JCB and Diners Club are accepted in most 3* up hotels, Friendship stores and some department stores. No credit cards are accepted for purchasing flight tickets. Credit card cash advances can be done in most of banks, with a 4% commission deduction, and with a minimum requirement. Travelers Checks - Thomas Cook, American Express and Citibank are only acceptable in the bank and not at shopping centers. At the present time, ATMs that work with foreign currency are hardly found out of Hong Kong, Beijing, and Shanghai.

Carrying Money and Keep your belongings safe!
Although China is regarded as a safe place to travel, it is wise to be cautious. Please leave valuable items in the hotel.  It is suggested that you should wear a money belt close to your body and carry your bag on your chest in crowded areas. Keeping your money is various places, such as your suitcase, your backpack, and so on. Changes are needed to pay taxi driver, or tips.  
Warning!!!
Counterfeit bills are a problem in China. Please do not buy items in local markets and street vendors with a 100 Yuan bill. Instead, use your $1 bill or small change of RMB.  Fake money will be confiscated. 
